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gist, Professor M. N. Gernet; b) The Penitentiary
section, headed by E. G. Shirvindt; c) The Bio-
Psychological section, headed by Professor P. B.
Gannushkin; d) The Criminalistic section, headed by
B. S. Tager.
The first of these sections, social-economic, has for
its special province the clarification of the causes and
conditions which give rise to criminality in general
and to certain special forms of crime in particular.
It studies the quantitative and qualitative changes in
crime, seeking to establish the social and economic
causes underlying such changes and it subjects the
whole field of penology to sociological analysis and
proof. The Penitentiary section is engaged primarily
in the study of the comparative efficiency of the vari-
ous "measures of safety" applied to criminals under
the Soviet Corrective Labor Code. It acts as a board
of inquiry into certain phases of prison policy. The
Bio-Psychological section studies the mechanism of the
criminal's conduct and character. Upon it devolve the
duties of safeguarding the psychopathic criminal both
before the law and against too severe prison regula-
tions. It studies the psychopathic phases of contem-
porary criminality and the findings of its experts are
written into the statutes.
The fourth, the Criminalistic section, stands more
or less apart. It is an organization of practical work-
ers and scientists in the criminal field which makes
available to the police and prosecuting authorities in-